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And the winner is... 
 

As the disgruntled Athenian said on eyeing the approaching bus, ‘It’s been a long 
time coming’. 

After frantic voting which almost brought the TradeWinds server to a standstill, the world’s 
largest international shipping newspaper is finally poised to announce the winner of the 
world’s most popular international maritime photography competition. A day ahead of 
schedule too as we just couldn't wait to tell you! (Well, that and a public holiday around the 
world wound things on a little!) 

Although the competition was about as fierce as a US presidential election, the tightness of 
the final outcome was not quite of the Florida variety. Our readers have spoken – well, 
written at least – and chosen a clear and worthy winner from a stunning array of visual 
maritime treats. 

[Cue drum-roll; awed hush; Billy Crystal opening the golden envelope] 

The winner is....PICTURE ‘K’! 

Our congratulations go to Egor Ryabchenko, an Erasmus University student of maritime 
economics and logistics, who coolly scooped the booty with his picture of a frozen ship 
deck. His snap netted over 34% of votes and certainly exhibits the harsh reality of life at 
sea and hints at the ultimate power of nature over even the sturdiest of human 
constructions. 

Here is Egor's masterpiece in all it's glory: 

 
A 10.2m pixel Nikon D80 digital SLR camera, or desired equivalent-value unit, together 
with the inaugural TradeWinds Maritime Photographer of the Year trophy will soon be 
making their way to our lucky winner. 

In second place was Tom Jacob of German shipowner and manager Ernst Jacob who 
grabbed 19% of the vote with picture ‘H’, an iconic image of a whale’s tailfin rising from the 
ocean with a vessel silhouetted in the background. Many readers pointed to the expression 
in this photograph of man’s twin need to serve nature as it serves itself. 

Cruise vessel captain Jarle Jensen took third spot with picture ‘D’ gaining 10% of votes. It 
shows his vessel rendezvousing with another cruise ship in serene Atlantic seas, completely 
at odds with the harsh conditions often associated with the maritime industry. 
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